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greater use of natural gas in the trans-
portation sector, the Budget will help 
us reach our goal of reducing oil im-
ports by one-third by 2025 and position 
the United States to become the first 
country to have one million electric 
vehicles on the road by 2015. We also 
are working to decrease the amount of 
energy used by commercial and indus-
trial buildings by 20 percent to com-
plement our ongoing efforts to improv-
ing the efficiency of the residential 
sector. And we will work with the pri-
vate sector, utilities, and States to in-
crease the energy productivity of 
American industries while investing in 
the innovative processes and materials 
that can dramatically reduce energy 
use. 

It is also time for government to do 
its part to help make it easier for en-
trepreneurs, inventors, and workers to 
grow their businesses and thrive in the 
global economy. I am calling on Con-
gress to immediately begin work on 
corporate tax reform that will close 
loopholes, lower the overall rate, en-
courage investment here at home, sim-
plify taxes for America’s small busi-
nesses, and not add a dime to the def-
icit. Moreover, to further assist these 
companies, we need a comprehensive 
reorganization of the parts of the Fed-
eral Government that help businesses 
grow and sell their products abroad. If 
given consolidation authority—which 
Presidents had for most of the 20th 
century—I will propose to consolidate 
six agencies into one Department, sav-
ing money, and making it easier for all 
companies—especially small busi-
nesses—get the help they need to 
thrive in the world economy. 

Finally, this Budget advances the na-
tional security interests of the United 
States, including the security of the 
American people, the prosperity and 
trade that creates American jobs, and 
support for universal values around the 
world. It increases funding for the dip-
lomatic efforts that strengthen the al-
liances and partnerships that improve 
international cooperation in meeting 
shared challenges, open new markets 
to American exports, and promote de-
velopment. It invests in the intel-
ligence and homeland security capa-
bilities to detect, prevent, and defend 
against terrorist attacks against our 
country. 

As we implement our new defense 
strategy, my Administration will in-
vest in the systems and capabilities we 
need so that our Armed Forces are con-
figured to meet the challenges of the 
coming decade. We will continue to in-
vest in improving global health and 
food security so that we address the 
root causes of conflict and security 
threats. And we will keep faith with 
our men and women in uniform, their 
families, and veterans who have served 
their Nation. 

These proposals will take us a long 
way towards strengthening the middle 
class and giving families the sense of 
security they have been missing for too 
long. But in the end, building an econ-

omy that works for everyone will re-
quire all of us to take responsibility. 
Parents will need to take greater re-
sponsibility for their children’s edu-
cation. Homeowners will have to take 
more responsibility when it comes to 
buying a house or taking out a loan. 
Businesses will have to take responsi-
bility for doing right by their workers 
and our country. And those of us in 
public service will need to keep finding 
ways to make government more effi-
cient and more effective. 

Understanding and honoring the obli-
gations we have to ourselves and each 
other is what has made this country 
great. We look out for each other, pull 
together, and do our part. But Ameri-
cans also deserve to know that their 
hard work will be rewarded. 

This Budget is a step in the right di-
rection. And I hope it will help serve as 
a roadmap for how we can grow the 
economy, create jobs, and give Ameri-
cans everywhere the security they de-
serve. 

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, February 13, 2012. 
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INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. VITTER (for himself, Mr. 
HOEVEN, and Mr. LUGAR): 

S. 2100. A bill to suspend sales of petroleum 
products from the Strategic Petroleum Re-
serve until certain conditions are met; to the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

By Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota: 
S. 2101. An original bill to strengthen the 

multilateral sanctions regime with respect 
to Iran, to expand sanctions relating to the 
energy sector of Iran, the proliferation of 
weapons of mass destruction by Iran, and 
human rights abuses in Iran, and for other 
purposes; from the Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs; placed on the 
calendar. 

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself and 
Ms. MIKULSKI): 

S. 2102. A bill to provide the authority to 
monitor and defend against cyber threats, to 
improve the sharing of cybersecurity infor-
mation, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

By Mr. LEE: 
S. 2103. A bill to amend title 18, United 

States Code, to protect pain-capable unborn 
children in the District of Columbia, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs. 
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REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The following reports of committees 
were submitted: 

By Mr. LEAHY, from the Committee on 
the Judiciary, without amendment: 

S. 1945. A bill to permit the televising of 
Supreme Court proceedings. 

By Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota, from 
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs, without amendment: 

S. 2101. An original bill to strengthen the 
multilateral sanctions regime with respect 
to Iran, to expand sanctions relating to the 

energy sector of Iran, the proliferation of 
weapons of mass destruction by Iran, and 
human rights abuses in Iran, and for other 
purposes. 
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ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 91 

At the request of Mr. WICKER, the 
name of the Senator from Iowa (Mr. 
GRASSLEY) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 91, a bill to implement equal protec-
tion under the 14th article of amend-
ment to the Constitution for the right 
to life of each born and unborn human 
person. 

S. 339 

At the request of Mr. BAUCUS, the 
names of the Senator from Maryland 
(Mr. CARDIN) and the Senator from 
Connecticut (Mr. BLUMENTHAL) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 339, a bill to 
amend the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 to make permanent the special 
rule for contributions of qualified con-
servation contributions. 

S. 414 

At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 
names of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. SANDERS), the Senator from Ohio 
(Mr. BROWN), the Senator from Wash-
ington (Mrs. MURRAY) and the Senator 
from Vermont (Mr. LEAHY) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 414, a bill to protect 
girls in developing countries through 
the prevention of child marriage, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 418 

At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the 
name of the Senator from Oklahoma 
(Mr. INHOFE) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 418, a bill to award a Congres-
sional Gold Medal to the World War II 
members of the Civil Air Patrol. 

S. 489 

At the request of Mr. REED, the name 
of the Senator from New Jersey (Mr. 
LAUTENBERG) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 489, a bill to require certain mort-
gagees to evaluate loans for modifica-
tions, to establish a grant program for 
State and local government mediation 
programs, and for other purposes. 

S. 641 

At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 
name of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. SANDERS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 641, a bill to provide 100,000,000 
people with first-time access to safe 
drinking water and sanitation on a sus-
tainable basis within six years by im-
proving the capacity of the United 
States Government to fully implement 
the Senator Paul Simon Water for the 
Poor Act of 2005. 

S. 740 

At the request of Mr. REED, the name 
of the Senator from Minnesota (Ms. 
KLOBUCHAR) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 740, a bill to revise and extend 
provisions under the Garrett Lee 
Smith Memorial Act. 

S. 816 

At the request of Mr. BROWN of Ohio, 
the name of the Senator from West 
Virginia (Mr. ROCKEFELLER) was added 
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